224                                THE CONSCIENCE.
abandon the mind's power of discovering truth, and we shall be obliged to drop into skepticism, or at least agnosticism.
The conscience grows as all living things do; but it grows from a germ. The faculties of the mind, like the properties of body, are all of the nature of tendencies. Sense-perception, for example, is such a tendency. It. does not act till it is called forth, and it is called forth when material objects are presented it. It is much the same with other mental capacities. The fancy is a seed, but does not bud and blossom and bear its rich fruit unless it has knowledge and experience as its material and its nutriment. There are intellectual capacities in infants and in savages ; but they need to be called forth and ripened by light and by heat directed towards them. It is the same with the moral power; it is in all men native and necessary; but it is a norm requiring to be evolved.
It grows as the oak grows. As the tree needs earth in which to root itself and air of which to breathe, so the conscience needs a seat in our mental nature, with a stimulus to make it germinate and expand. All along it is so far swayed by its surroundings. Its health will depend on the climate. When reared in a bare soil, it will be dwarfish. When exposed to cold and blighting, it will be stunted and gnarled. In a good soil and a healthy atmosphere, it will be upright and well-formed. In particular, it grows and spreads out with the intelligence which enables it clearly to apprehend facts and to discover the consequences. All this may be admitted, while we hold that the moral power could not have been produced without a native moral norm any more than a plant or animal could have been produced without a germ.